














Hood-Grow House, c. 1910
 301 Elm Street

The Hood-Grow House, a massed-plan pyramidal house, 
was constructed around 1910 as a rental house.  The first 
owner was George Hood, who sold the property to Jay 
Grow in 1916.  Mr. Grow was a prolific building contrac-
tor who constructed numerous buildings and houses in 
Mansfield, among which are the grand Buttrill House at 
302 E. Broad Street and the Masonic Lodge Building at 
101 N. Main Street.

Mr. Grow retained ownership of this house until 1943, but 
according to a deed at the time, it was never his home-
stead.  The house passed through several owners until the 
current owners acquired the property in 2004.

The house has a medium-pitch pyramidal roof covering 
a single-story square residence with a partial porch.  It is 
significant as one of the few remaining massed-plan py-
ramidal houses in the historic downtown.  In addition, to-
gether with its neighbors at 305 and 309 Elm Street, this 
house demonstrates the change in the nature of housing 
between 1900 and 1910.

Source:  Tarrant County Deed Records; Mansfield Historic Resources Survey Update 1998; The History of Mansfield, 1996 

Sanborn Insurance Map showing Elm Street in 1921.  Note that the houses at 301, 305 
and 309 Elm Street were the only houses on that block of Elm Street.



Fowler-Boyd House, c. 1900
 305 Elm Street

Best known as the residence of Homer and Ethel 
Chorn Fowler-Boyd, this T-plan house with interlock-
ing gable roofs and corner porch is a typical Tarrant 
County house type. It is a contributor to a potential 
historic district along E. Broad and E. Elm Streets.

Ethel Chorn, born July 30, 1889, was married twice.  
Her first husband was Olin Fowler, with whom she 
had two sons. After his death, she purchased the prop-
erty in 1920 from J.D. Vincent. Her second husband 
was Homer Boyd, and they had one son, Homer.  Ethel 
Boyd died in 1964, followed by her husband in 1965.  
The house was conveyed to his daughter by a pre-
vious marriage, Lucille Boyd Bell and her husband 
Olin Bell, who retained ownership until 1978.

Together with its neighbors at 301 and 309 Elm Street, 
this house demonstrates the change in the nature of 
housing between 1900 and 1910.

Source:  Tarrant County Deed Records; Mansfield Historic Resources Survey Update 1998; The History of Mansfield, 1996 

Sanborn Insurance Map showing Elm Street in 1921.  Note that the houses at 301, 305 
and 309 Elm Street were the only houses on that block of Elm Street.



W.G. Ralston House, 1900
 309 Elm Street

This house is known as a Modified L Plan, with a square or 
rectangular central mass with projecting front and side wings. 
Houses of this style from the early 20th century typically have 
classically inspired detailing with Doric, Tuscan or Ionic col-
umns on a wrap-around porch. With its Tuscan columns, this 
house reflects the Classical Revival style.

This house was built by Byrd Hoover about 1900 for W.G. 
Ralston, the first depot agent in Mansfield, not far from the 
now demolished railroad depot. The house has been altered 
several times since about 1915, but still retains its varied roof 
lines and corner porch.

Together with its 
neighbors at 301 
and 305 Elm Street, 
this house demon-
strates the change 
in the nature of 
housing between 
1900 and 1910.

Source:  Tarrant County Historic Resources Survey, 1983; National Register Filing No. 64500844 

Sanborn Insurance Map showing Elm Street in 1921.  Note that the houses at 301, 305 
and 309 Elm Street were the only houses on that block of Elm Street.
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